An unusual cause of hypertension in pregnancy.
Aortic coarctation is an unusual cause of hypertension in pregnancy. We report the case of a 34-year-old woman with severe hypertension after surgical repair of aortic coarctation in childhood. An MRI showed a residual stenosis of the aortic arch and a small aneurysm. Pregnant postcoarctectomy patients are at an increased risk for developing hypertension during pregnancy due to residual aortic gradients and abnormal vascular reactivity of the precoarctation vessels. Women after repair of aortic coarctation should be closely monitored for blood pressure during pregnancy.